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Letters of William Grainger, 1895-1901

A unique collection of 174 love letters written by Chief Stoker William Grainger to his
fiancé, and later wife, Edith Townsend. They principally cover the years 1895-1899
and Grainger’s three year commission with the sloop HMS Daphne on the China
Station. However, there are also a few letters written before the commission
commenced and some after Grainger had returned and the couple had married - though
since a large number are undated and have no address the situation is not always clear.
The letters contain little of the ship’s activities beyond details of its movements on the
station and conjecture on possible dates for its return. Their content is highly personal,
all of the letters are beautifully illustrated in water-colour and with pressed flowers,
and contain frequent biblical quotations and verses of religious poetry. They are
preoccupied with Grainger’s personal struggles and with the effort of maintaining a
relationship over a three year separation, all framed within a strict chapel morality.
More detailed individual catalogue entries are available at museum reference,
Document: 92/216 (1-174).

‘... your next piece of news has fairly staggered me with disgust, that is to hear that all
these women are riding a bicycle I do not think there is anything so degrading to
women ..."

Contact:
Curator of Documents and Manuscripts
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yokohama , japan , 25.9.1897 , final pace missing .

Aecord No. 17FETS

AL 921216

{5

va 2.2

DE manuscript ler from william +. grainoer chief stoker %o
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour 3 hms daphne ,
yokohama , japan , Z2%.9.18%7 , final opage missing .

IMN  mow for instance dear we / have hiscuit to sat here in this
ship ¥ which is so full of vermin that we 7 have %o put it in
the oven and literally 7/ burn it black ...

Record No. 17280

AC 92/218

caO 79

| - TR )

DE manuscript letter from william t. orainger chief stoker to

edith townsend hand decorated with opancil =ketch hms daphne ,
vokohama , japan , 8.10.1897 , final page missing -



Record No. 17281

&4C 9Z2/218

i - (o]

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour ; hms' daghne ,
vokohama ; Jjspan , 15.10.1897 fTinal page missing .

Record Mo. 17282

AC 92/218

CO 81

A 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour ; new brompton
y kEnt 8.11.1900

Record MNo. 17282

At SZ/Z21E

co 82

L

DE manuscript letter from william €. grainger chief stioker to
gedith townsend hand decorated with watercolour 3 new brompton

Lent 22.7.1901

Record MNo. L7eE4

at 92/21§

e 83

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with waterczslour 3 hms daphne |,
chetfoo chipa station , 21.11.18397

Record Mo, 17285

aC 92/21e

co 24

K&y 242

DE manuscript letter from willdiam %. grainger chief stoker to

edith townsend hano decorated with watercolour § hms daphne ,
chefog china skation , 24.10,1897 , final osge is missing .

Record Ko, 17286

aC SZ/Z16

CO . BS

K& 2.2

DE manuscript letter Trom «illiam t. grainger chief stoker to
edith btownsend hand decorated with watercolour ; hms daphne ,
nagasaki , Japan 30.10.1837 , final page is missing .

Recaril Mo. 17287

Ak

- iR



Record No. 17287

Ca BB

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour ; hms daphne ,
nagasaki , Japan &.11.1897 , final page is missing ‘.

IN It ig fterribly cold here now that /I can scarcely hold the
pen and I 7/ have to keep the ink bottle close /7 to the candle

Aecord No. 17288
AC 92/21e

CcoO 88

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with waterceolour ; hms daphne ,
chemulpo , china station 320.11. E1B971]

Record No. 17289

aC 92/216

CO B85

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith ftownsend hand decovated with watercolour ;3 hms daphne ,

port hamilton , cores [=icl o 14.12.1837 , final page missing

Record Mo 17290
ak 924218

g 90

Ké 2.2

i

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
adith townsend hand decorated with watercolowur ; hms daphne .,
port arthuar , chima staticn , 2£1.12.1837 , Tinal page missing

Record No. 17291

AL PRl216

5 O s

kK& 2.2

DE wmanuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker o
gdith townsend hand decorated with watercolour ; hms mersey .,
belfast , 27.7.189% .

Record No. 17282
Al 925218

2 I

o < R i

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour ; hms pembroke
i chatham - 11.4.189% |



Record No. 17293

AL B21Z18

ca 94

K& 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william £. grainger chief stoker to
edith fownsend hand decorated with watercolour ; [ hms mersey
s )= B

Record Ne. 17294

AC BZ/216

cO 35

K& 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william %. grainger chief stoker fo
edith townsend hand detcorated with watercolour ; [ hns mersey
D B 1 1

Record Mo. 17280

AT B8R2/216

CO 96

K& 202

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
adith townsend hand decorated with watercolour ; [ hms mersey
¢ 189 1 illustrated th view oFf a steam train , final opsoe
missing .

Record MNo. 172598
AL S2/218

cG 98

A 2R

DE manuscript iletter from william %. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour ; hims merssy .

shesrness , B.B.18%9%2 .
Record Mo, {Faad
AC 92/218
ca 99
s 203

DE manuscript lester from william +. grainger chief stoker to
2dith townsend hand decovated with watercolour: undated but
with illustration in margin of elephant and camel .

Record No. iFaad

AL 22/216

CO 100

rh 2.2

DE manuscripi lstter frem william 3. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercoleur: hms scylla
hombay , india , undated but orobably 1896 .



Record Mo. 17293

AL 92/216

ca 102

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: undated with
oortside view of 2 funnel steamer .

Record No. 17300

AL S2/216

co 104

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainager chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne |,
hong kong , undated but with guote from matt. =i 29 .

Record Mo 173201

aAC 92/216

Bd 105

Ka 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william %. grainger chief stoker to
edith ftownsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne ,
hong dong , undated but with guote from isiah x1iii 2

Pecord No. 17302

AL 92/216

CO 106

o R :

DE manuscript letter from william %. goraingsr chief stoker fto
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daochne ,
china station , undated but with gucte from 1 pat.ii.Z21 .

Record No. 17303

AC 92/216

EEE: 147

Ea 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william %. orainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne ,
china station , dndated but with oucte from psS.cxxxix 23 24

IN e e we have only a few more / months to go and then the
finish &and 7/ then the homeward bound ...

Record MNo. 17204

al 92/216

i

8 R

DE manusctript letter from william t. arainger chief stoker to

edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne
chemulpo , chima station ; undated but with guote from num
vi.zZd

o


http://nianuscri.pt

Record Me. 17805

ac 9275216

CO 109

Ka 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne ,
cthemulpo , chinsg station , undated bt with guote " who shall
geparate us from the love of christ " .

IM I might say dear theres is no prospect of sver chanaging
anything for the hbhetter in this ship ...

Record Mo. 17306

AL GEIRLE

g 110

Ed Zuz

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker o
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne
cheefoo , china station , undated but with guote from john
%111 -.? .

Record No. 173207

ac 9z/21e

A 111

kA 2.3

DE manuscyvipt letfer “vom william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith btownsend hand decoratsd with watercolour: hms daphne |,
cheefoo ;, china station , undated but with guote from ps
Wxxi.Ia .

ARecord Mo, trE08

i B D e

£ 11z

YA E

SE manpuscript lefter from william t. agrainger chief stoker to
edith ftownsend hand decorated with watercolour: undated but
with gquote from ps.cxviii.g .

Secord No. j P B AT

ac 92/216

coo 114

Wl Bad

BE manuscript lstter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolowrt undated with
illustration of ships in a line with pennants streaming ,
final page is missing .

Record Mo. 17310

At E924218

ED ' BT

K 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to

gdith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: undated but
illustrated by rocky coastline with signal station .



Record Mo. 17316

AT  92/21

co 122

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hamnd decorated with watercolouwr: hms daphne
foochow , china station , undated buft with aueote from
Laotimav.d o final page missing .

RBecord No. 17317
AL 92/Z15

co-. 123

Ea, 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker o
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne ,
singapore , undated but with gquote from ps.cxxi.l , final page

missing .

IN «nw Lhere are so few in the navy that [ care to associate
"ﬂlith " s E

Record Mo, 17318

AC  92/218

E0 124

kKA 2.2

DE manuscript Iletter from william t. grainger chief stocker fto
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne .
singapore , undated but with cuote from johnoxiv.l1l3 final page
missing .

Record No. 17zl

AL 92/216

£4. 125

KA 202

DE manuscriod Ietter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolowr: undated ; but
written from hms scvlla and signed vours forever walter .

Record No. FaC el o

AL F2SELE

EQ 125

KA  Z.2

DE wmanuscript letter from william €. grainger chief stoker to
2dith townsend hand cecorated with watercolour: undated ,
addressed to my beloved in pink and blue colours , final paage
missing .

Qacord No. FEed

AD 92/218

s

DE manuscript latter from william %. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: undated ,
addressed " to my swaetheart " in Blue colour .



Recoard No. b L o0 B

Recard MNo. 17322

(| B bl 7

ED IZE9 :

Ea 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to

edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne ,
singapore , undat=d buf with guotation from sol.scong vi .

IN These last few weeks are hanging like leaden weights upon my
patience ...

Record Mo. 17323

At P2/Z216

EO 120

kKA 2.Z2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne .
singapore , undated but with guotation from ps.uxi.3 .

Record MNo. 17324

AaC  BESZ18

£ A3t

o 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william . grainger chief stoker to
adith townsend hand decorated with watarcolowr: hmz daphne ,
singapore , undated but with guotation from exoad.iii.lZz |
final page is missing .

Racord MNo. 17328

&E  B2r216

EQ {82

A —2e 2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolouyr: hms daphne ,
singapore , undated but with guotation from prov.iv.23 , finpal
pags is missing .

Racord No. ri i

AL 9272156

R B

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker o
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms royal
adelaide , chatham , undated

Racord No, 17327

all B25218

20 134

KA Za.2


http://prov.iv.23

Record No. 173237

DE manuscript letter from william t. ograimger chief stoker %o
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: undated , but
border decorated with fuchsia blossom .

Hecard No. 1o ¢

Al T92/218

CE L35

EfA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william £. grainger chief stoker fto
edith towns=end hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne |,
batavia , china station , undated but with four bhiblical
guotations , final page missing .

Record NMo. 17329

at 227216

EE 137

KA Hed

DE manuscripgt letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: undated but
decorated with flower border and centreal scene of fish 3 boat
and bird .

|
[}
I3
=2

Fecord MNo. t

AL Heldls
=0 139
kd L E

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
adith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms roval
adelaide , chatham , undated but with cuvotation from gen.xwv.l
an last page

Record No. 17331

at SE/Z216

Cco 140

EA 2.2

RDE manuscriot letter from william 4. coraingesr chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms roval
adelaide , chatham , undated but with guotaticn from luke xi.Z

Record MNo. B s et

AC 924218

E0 141

K B2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker o
adith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms bittsrn
dover , saturday nilght , undsised but with guotaticon from
Latim. vadd .




Record MNo. 17323

AC 92/ 216

co 142

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william L. graingsr chief stoker tao
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolowur: hms bittern ,
sheerness or elsewhere undated but with gquotation from
matt.xxvi.39 .

Record Mo, 17334
AC 927218

co 143

ks 202

DE manuscript letter from william ¢. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: undated but
with illustration of avenus lsading to a church .

Retoard Mo, 17335
aAC B2/21&

co 144

gk 2.2

DE manuscrigt letter from willism t. grainger chief stoker to
gdith townzend hand decorated with watercolour: hms alarm

thannel flest , undated but with first three words " my own
little " aplarged in Bloe and red’ .
Record NMo. 17336

at B92r21e

CO 146
KA 2.2

BEE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: undated , but
with gquotatior from ps.xvii.lf .

Becsrd No. VIR

AL B2/Z1&6

Co 147
P v o
DE manustript letter From william t. grainger thief stoker fo

edith townsend hand decovated with watercalour: hms bBittern .
shesrness or zlsevhere , undated but with guotation fTrom
matb.axxyidid. 20 .

Record MNo. 17238

AL S2/218

-d 148

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letfter From william t. grainger chief stoker to

adith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne
Fong kong , undated but with guotation from ps.xxxii.8 .

IN my cwn little sweetheart it is the LAST LETTER I shalll send
from CHIMNA . HURRAH HURRAH HURRAH .


http://ps.xxxii.E3

Record MNo. 17338

Record No. 17339

AC g2/216

28 149

K&

DE manuscript letter from william %. grainger chief stoker o
edith townsend hand cdecorated with watercoleour: hms edgar
glymouth , undated but with gquotation from ps.xxv.5 , final
page iz missing .

Record MNo. 17340
AC 927216

co lﬁﬂ

a 2.2

EE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
@2dith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms sdgar
undated but with guotation from ps.xsxii.d final page is
missing .

Record o, 17241

ac S92/216

ED 151

Ka 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to

edith townsend hand decorvated with watercolour: hms daphne
batavia straiochts settlement , no date but with cuoctation from
rev.iit.1F . '

iy aw plenty of drunkeness and other disgraceful doings that
will always be sspecially amongst the British section of the
world'= population and sore =specially amongst the sailor
braoch ..

Record No. 17342

AL ERIETE

1 (S -

A Z2ed

TE manuscripgt letker Trom william t. grainger chietT stoker to
gdith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne ,

o datse bul with guotaticon from John.svi.24.  Tinal Dage is
missirg .

Record MNo. 17243
At B2r2186

g 153

g T e

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chisf stoker to
agdith townsend hand Cecorated with watercolour: no date but
with illustration of a cowuple sitting beneath a tree .



http://mariuscri.pt

Record No. 173244

AL  92/216
CO 154
ka 2.2

NE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: mo date but
rear page blank except for kisses .

Record MNo. 17245

AC 927216

cCOo 155

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: no date but
illustrated with a giant water wheel .

Record MNo. 17346
AT 927218

cB 156

Kl 2

DE manuscript letter from william t. agrainger chief stoker to
edith townsend bhand decorated with watercolour: no date but
illustrated with two bHir-ds in left hsnd margin .

Record No. 17347

AL F2/218

Ca 157
ka 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne |
gingapore , no date but guctation from mark.x.3&6 , final page
iz missing .

IN «aw WUy nest piece of news has fairly staogeved me with
disgust that is %o hear that all these women are riding a
bicycle I do not think therese is anything so degrading to woman

Becord Mo 173248

AC  S2/21F

co 158
:‘:I&i 2h .r_':

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chisf stoker o
=dith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne
singapore , no date but guotation from l.cor.iii.22.23. ,
final page is missing .

Racord Mo. 17349

e B~ e ok §

co 180

ol R

DE manuscript leftter from william t. grainger chief staker o
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne
singapore , no date but oicture headed " svery cloud has a
wilver lining " , final page is migsing -



Record No. 17243

Record No. 17350

AC 927216

€0 1al .

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker o

edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne .
singapore , no date but guotation from cen.xv.l. .

Record No. 17351

aC 92/216

GO 1BZ

kA 262

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to

edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne
singapore ; no date but guotation from john.xiv.16. , fTinal
page missing .

Record No. 17582

At 927216

cO 183

k& Z.Z2

DE manuscript letier from william t. grainger chisf stoker to

edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne ,
singapore , o daye but guotation from provexxiii.Z6 fTinmal
page missing .

Record Mo 17383

AC 92421

Ca. 155

Ka - BE

DE manuscript letisr from william t. grainaer chief stoker to
edith townzend hand decorated with watercolour: no date but
illustrated with 2 swallows holding a bBlue banner , final paoe
missinag .

Rarcord Mo, 17384

ar 9Zraln

ER Ied

Ka 2.2

PE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: no date but
illustration of coastline with minarets , final page missing

Recard No. 173S5

AL 921216

co 1&B

 of = e




Becord No. 17355

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: no date but
illustration of white bell flowers in left hand margin .

']

Record Mo. 17356

aC. F2/216

Co 1g8%=

Ko 202

DE manuscript letter from william £. grainger chief stoker to
edith townsend hand decated with watercaolour: hms daphne ,
port arthur ; china station , no date but with guotation from
2ukings.iv.26 , final page missing .

Becord MNo. p A e

AL 92/215

co  i70

Ka 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainger chief stoker to
gdith townsend hand decorated with watercolour: hms daphne ,
port arthur , chima station , no date but with guotation from

peE.cxix. 105 , final page missing .
Racord No. aag
aAC B2/216
EQ. 172

KA 2.2

DE manuscript letter from william t. grainaer chief stoker to
edith townsernd hand decorated with watercolowr: no date but
illustrated with ribbon joining & cross and an anchoy . alsa
eontains dried leaf .



